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Division 66:  Western Australian Sports Centre Trust, $13 834 000 - 
Mrs Hodson-Thomas, Chairman. 

Hon Alan Carpenter, Minister for Education; Sport and Recreation; Indigenous Affairs. 

Mr R. Alexander, Director General, Department of Sport and Recreation. 

Mr P. Duffy, Director Business Management, Department of Sport and Recreation. 

Mr D. Smith, Accounts Branch, West Australian Sports Centre Trust. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Madam Chair, thank you.  I will start by going to the back, Minister, page 1141.  Under "Major 
Initiatives", dot point 1, the establishment of a yacht race, what revenue implications to the State is the loss of 
Whitbread around the world yacht race and what projected revenue is the Western Australian-South Africa likely 
to raise? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Thank you very much for that.  In relation to the specifics of this I might have to take that 
question on notice.  I can tell you what has happened here.  I am not sure about the implications of the loss of the 
Whitbread around the world yacht race.  I would assume that there are no revenue implications to that.  The 
establishment of a yacht race between Western Australia and South Africa is an initiative that is being pursued 
by the organisation within Sports Centre Trust known as Sports International, otherwise known as Tom Hoad, 
and is now being transferred over into the Department of Sport and Recreation.   

Mr Hoad and John Longley, who is the Chairman of Sports International, have been trying to engage the 
Tourism Board of Natal and they are interested.  They expressed the initial interest to develop a yacht race 
between Fremantle and South Africa via Mauritius.  My understanding is that it is only in the very preliminary 
discussion stages.  It would involve potentially the tourism department and EventsCorp, because of the size and 
the nature of the event.  Without wanting to pre-empt any decision on that I would take the liberty of asserting 
that that will have no impact on the budget for sport and recreation, if it comes off. 

[9.30 pm] 

Mr EDWARDS:  Thank you, Chair. 

Mr WALDRON:  Page 1140 under "Major Initiatives for 2001-02", the ongoing development of facilities at 
Kwinana Motor Sports Complex.  I hope this question is relevant and in order: is the WA Speedway 
Commission going to continue?  Were you aware that there are quite a few speedway organisations in the 
country who have some concerns of how they are treated with that commission? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am aware of that.  I had some discussions after I got the position as the minister for sport 
and recreation with both the people who are involved in the Speedway Commission, including the CEO Rob 
Langer - 

Mr WALDRON:  Robby Langer, yes. 

Mr CARPENTER:  - and also then a group representing speedway operators and devotees who were not 
involved with the commission and did not want to be.  This is my understanding, and bearing in mind this 
happened under the previous Government: when the Kwinana Motorplex was developed, in tandem with that 
was established a speedway commission.  The objective of it was to be a self-funding regulatory authority to 
oversee the operation of speedway in Western Australia.  Affiliation to the speedway commission was going to 
be voluntary and it was supposed to be, as I said, self-funding.   

What subsequently transpired was that a large number of country operators of speedways did not see the need or 
feel the inclination to affiliate with the Speedway Commission and still have not.  In fact I think it is about a 
fifty-fifty split across the speedway community in Western Australia.  Subsequently the anticipated revenue for 
the Speedway Commission did not come about and they have been heavily funded directly by the State.  My 
view is that that is a situation that cannot be allowed to go on indefinitely and I made that point to the Speedway 
Commission, including Rob Langer when he came up to see me.  It was in excess of $200 000 a year.  It is a lot 
of money to be running a speedway commission which is only operating over half of the speedways, if that.  
There has been some development on that front now.  The speedway commission has taken upon itself to 
restructure and to reduce its costs and there will be some ongoing funding from the state for speedway and the 
speedway commission itself will be modified - I suppose would be the best way of putting it. 

Mr WALDRON:  Minister, it seemed to me, and you might be able to correct me, that one of the major problems 
was the insurance premiums that they were charging the clubs in the country, because there are two types of 
insurance.  There is a national body that they were insuring for a very minute cost to what they had to do here 
and that seemed to be the major concern.  If there are ongoing problems, that may be the area that needs looking 
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at.  Whether they can come under the insurance scheme from the national body and down through might be a 
better way of running it.  I do not know. 

Mr CARPENTER:  We have obviously been involved in the same sort of discussions.  A lot of the country 
speedway operators are already insured with that national body, NASA or National Association of Speedways, 
the exact name escapes me. 
Mr WALDRON:  I know the one you mean. 
Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, and, as I said, did not feel the need to come under the aegis of  the speedway 
commission.  Unless we were going to make affiliation compulsory for licensing, which I did not think was 
required, there was always going to be a problem in funding the speedway commission and I think it was a 
critical weakness in the structure of it as it was formed and it is not something the State Government, certainly 
not a department this small, should be taking on. 
Mr MARSHALL:  Minister, page 1136, coming on to "Significant Issues and Trends", first dot point where we 
talk about the Challenge Stadium, Arena Joondalup and the other two.  With Arena Joondalup West Perth 
officials have been talking to me about the cost of their rent to keep that club alive.  I am told that their rent is 
$65 000 a year without the bar or 10 per cent of the takings.  Other clubs in the WAFL average $16 500 and, of 
course, with their bar and they are finding it incredibly difficult to stay afloat up there.  I ask if the minister is 
aware of this and is there an area that they could come back with the average of other clubs in Western Australia 
if they are continue survival? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am aware of it.  I have had two meetings at least with the president and the general 
manager of West Perth Football Club.  Both of them are very find people, might I say?  Phil Hannah is the 
president and Rob Malone is the general manager.  Rob Malone, as far as I can gauge, is an excellent general 
manager, previously at Claremont and other places.  They have put that position to me and it is something that I 
have agreed to look at for them.  They have as recently as the end of last week floated the prospect of relocating 
to Wanneroo, Kingsway Reserve, but bearing in mind that they have just changed their name, I think, to the 
Joondalup Falcons officially, which was a difficult decision for them to make, it would be unfortunate if they 
now had to move out of Joondalup to Wanneroo but, yes, I am aware of it and, yes, we are involved in some 
discussions with the football club about their situation. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Maybe the minister could deal with them if they vote for Peel Thunder. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I did put that to them. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Thank you.  I knew you would. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I did.  I said, "Here you go.  You have come up here looking for some assistance and on the 
other hand you're trying to get rid of Peel Thunder."  As the member knows, I pointed out to them that we were 
very keen to keep Peel Thunder in the competition.  It seemed to have little or no effect on them. 

Mr WALDRON:  Page 1139, right down the bottom, about the third-last one under "Costs:  average cost per 
patron to Challenge Stadium".  I have a question of interest because it seems that the average cost per patron 
there has been decreasing and I wondered why that is.  Is there a specific reason for that? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Could I get Dudley Smith from the WA Sports Centre Trust to answer that question? 

Mr SMITH:  The main reason is the increase in annual patron visits; so whereas the costs have reduced, the 
patrons have gone up. 

Mr WALDRON:  Why has it increased, do you think, at Challenge?  That is interesting. 

Mr SMITH:  I think the venue is fairly well publicised with recent events, the Short Course and so forth, and the 
patronage just keeps increasing.  I think probably it is the customer service and the venue is doing very well. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, I have to stay consistent so I will ask in relation to the priority assurance dividend of 
$135 000.  Is that a savings there or a reduction? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Savings. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Thank you. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, this was something that applied across the board to all the departments, the assurance 
and priority dividends, and I think Mr Smith is able to answer how the Sports Centre Trust met their savings. 

Mr SMITH:  Yes, it is made up of two parts.  There is a restructuring of staff which results in savings in wages 
of $85 000 and also a minimal increase in entry to the aquatic centre which results in $50 000 increase in 
revenue, giving $135 000. 
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[9.40 pm] 

Mr MARSHALL:  The Midvale Speed Dome - is cycling on a downturn?  What makes me ask this question is I 
read that they were battling to get a field for Beverley to Perth in the road racing, but now we are get to the 
Midland area and I am just wondering if the dome is being used as frequently as it was.  At one stage they were 
trying to get other sports to supplement the reason why that facility should be in Midland and I am just 
wondering how often do the cyclists use the dome and are there other sports now using it to improve the 
revenue? 

Mr CARPENTER:  The problem with the dome cycling centre is obviously that it is a single-sport facility 
basically and on such a large scale, obviously a very large development, it is very difficult, if not impossible, for 
such a facility to ever run at anything other than a considerable loss and it has.  It was originally vested in the 
Shire of Swan, City of Swan.  They were unable to afford the upkeep of it and to its credit the previous 
Government took that on and placed its management in the WA Sports Centre Trust.  It runs at a loss.  There has 
been additional funding provided to the sport  of cycling in Western Australia via the Department of Sport and 
Recreation.  I cannot myself answer you question about whether or not participation rates in cycling are up or 
down.  I do not know if we have that information available, but I would suggest that the cycling facility is going 
to be a facility that will be deficit funded for a very long time. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Are there any other sports using it?  I thought table tennis or some other sports were going to 
use the arena at one stage? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  Dudley Smith can answer that. 

Mr SMITH:  Yes, it is for in-line skating.  If the member looks on page 1139, he will see the annual patron visits 
to the speed dome is fairly well constant, 21 000, with an estimate of 22 000 for next year.  In-line hockey and 
in-line skating are the other two sports that are used there. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, I am sorry, I want to go back to 1136 again under "Priority Assurance Dividend".  I 
think I may have misheard Mr Smith and I want to confirm that I heard it right.  The $50 000, through you, 
Minister, was for? 

Mr CARPENTER:  That is increase in income from entry to the aquatic centre. 

Mr EDWARDS:  So $85 000 was? 

Mr CARPENTER:  A reduction in costs. 

Mr EDWARDS:  A reduction in costs and the $50 000 was the increase. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Income, yes. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Sticking on page 1136 and "Significant Issues and Trends", the second-last dot point - 
probably join it with the last dot point to save a bit of time, but the master plan for the Challenge Stadium is for a 
range of future sporting facilities and I am interested to know what is envisaged there.  The clay courts that were 
put down there was an excellent innovation.  I think there could be more.  Finally, pursuing sponsorship in that 
area, the last dot point, have you succeeded? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will take the last one first.  Challenge Stadium was originally known as the Perth 
Superdrome.  I think it was the previous Government took the initiative to sell the naming rights and did so to 
the Challenge Bank for around about $250 000 a year or thereabouts.  Those naming rights on that contract is 
about to expire and Challenge Bank is no longer interested in pursuing it, so the board that runs or oversees the 
WA Sports Centre Trust - that board is headed up by Ian Lawrence - has engaged, I believe, a consultant or an 
independent person to try and locate an alternative naming rights sponsor, so that is what that refers to.  Clearly 
the income is handy. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Absolutely. 

Mr CARPENTER:  In relation to the master plan, as part of the Perry Lakes issue there is a proposition.  One of 
the proposals for a replacement for Perry Lakes is to move it south of Underwood Avenue over into the AK 
Reserve immediately adjacent to the Challenge Stadium and on that facility as well as Challenge Stadium you 
would have a State international class athletics facility, a State basketball centre to replace the one at Perry Lakes 
and also a Rugby centre to replace the one at Perry Lakes.  So you would have an incorporated plan there.  Other 
elements that have been proposed from time to time are a white water rafting centre along that location.  I do not 
know how far that has been progressed but that is certainly part of the master plan concept and the possibility of 
some improved netball access.  As far as my memory goes, that is happening in relation to that master plan.  It is, 
rather than Challenge Stadium, a broader precinct.   

Mr MARSHALL:  It sounds good.   
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The CHAIRMAN:  Further questions, members?  With the committee's indulgence, I might actually ask a 
question of the minister.  I want to refer back to the priority and assurance dividend.  It may be because it is late 
and I am starting to get weary.  You made some reference, Mr Smith, to a reduction in salaries.  I note that on 
page 138 under "Output Measures" the full-time employees have not actually reduced.  I wonder if you can 
explain to me how there has been an adjustment in salaries.   

Mr CARPENTER:  This is more in terms of casual staff, the reception area.  It is more job sharing - that style of 
thing.  It does not affect the FTEs as such. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Further questions, members? 

Mr MARSHALL:  To finish off, just to show that sport and rec is as busy as education - "Best on earth in Perth".  
On page 1138 under "Major Initiatives" for 2001, do you intend to keep the slogan "Best on earth in Perth"?  
What can we look forward to with international events in Perth this year? 

Mr CARPENTER:  The major initiatives that come under sport and recreation and the Sports Centre Trust are 
basically there.  There is the short-course swimming championships, the junior water polo championships, the 
national karate championships and the national aged swimming championships.  The "Best on earth in Perth" 
logo or slogan was something that emanated from or was controlled within tourism.    

Mr MARSHALL:  That was EventsCorp.    

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  As you know, the major international events are coordinated by EventsCorp which is 
within the tourism budget.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I do note that there is no actual line item to that question, member for Dawesville.   

Mr MARSHALL:  Okay.  I apologise for keeping everyone awake! 

The CHAIRMAN:  The question is that in respect to division 66, the appropriation be recommended.  Thank 
you. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Thank you very much.   

Sitting suspended from 9.48 to 9.54 pm 
 


